Shoulder dystocia. Report of 2 cases and review of the literature.
Shoulder dystocia, or impacted shoulders is an infrequently encountered obstetric emergency. Despite various risk factors identified by investigators, the occurrence of shoulder dystocia is difficult to predict. Two cases of severe shoulder dystocia managed personally by the author are presented. These cases illustrate some of the important issues regarding prediction of shoulder dystocia and the need to begin a series of well-tested manoeuvres immediately, to successfully deliver the baby.